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and not latal.

Having found a cave for himscll. as many
Australians in novels have done. the Swedish-
born Nelsen. who had come to this country in
1861. lived peacclully and more or less sell-
sulficiently in the Tallarook Ranges in
northern Victoria. Proverbially this is a place
where things are ““crook”. but Nelsen was
contented. finding time lor reflection on the
i - r e Laropean world that
he had left behind.
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obscerved and experi-

enced them. Fventu-

ally apprchended in

1880. alter 14 years

on his own. and on

the testimony ol a
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woods™”. Nelsen. was jailed

lor six months lor vagrancy. In that time. the

main item of news from the outside world was
ol the end ol Ned Kelly.

They Called Me The Wildman is a lictional-

lact that  alier his apprehension “my days
of Peace and Solitude were nearly gone™.

Dispiriting news reaches him intermittently
from his homeland. lor instance ol the death ol
his 45-vear-old mother in childbirth. His
Australian memories include stock material:
mile-wide tides of llame in a bush lire. the gold
rushes. a vain attempt at linding work with
Howitt (who led the scarch that tound the
bodies of Burke and Wills). the deaths ol
bushrangers Morgan and Kelly.

Nelsen’s  tale reads as one ol those
“peautitul lies”” that Mark Twain
mischicvously declared 10 be the stll ol
Australian history. Yet Hollingworth’s sym-
pathetic and vivid appropriation ol the story.
his gift lor making it scem both the tale of an
emigrant. an outsider. and ol one  who
immersed himscll more thoroughly than most
in the natural world of Australia is an engaging
and persuasive exercise in lact cum liction,
How that world accommodates the desire for
solitude. and how it is also  as Lawson said
“nurse and wtor of ceeentric minds™ 1S part
ol Hollingworth’s revelation.
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